particular, much remains to be done with regard to other texts. Considering the gradual decline in interest in pre-Cartesian early modern philosophy and the peculiar nature of Patrizi's thought, including his sophisticated and not always clear Latin, the future for Patrizi studies may seem problematic.
This special issue does not pretend to cover the whole of Patrizi's intellectual activity or intend to reassess the more general question of the importance of what preceded the ground-breaking achievements of Descartes, Leibniz, Spinoza, and Newton. It aims, in the first place, to provide in an interdisciplinary manner a thorough analysis of central themes in Patrizi's thought and outline future perspectives for research in the field. Placed at the crossroads of various disciplines, mainly philosophy, intellectual history, literary studies, and history of science, the collection therefore touches upon different aspects of Patrizi's legacy and gives some additional perspective on its place in the context of sixteenth-and early seventeenth-century philosophical debates. This, in turn, determines the special issue's structure.
The opening contributions by Luc Deitz and Stefano Gulizia focus on Patrizi's use of sources and the construction of the hierarchy and genealogy of authorities, which, as is shown in detail, played a crucial role in the formation of his own philosophical system. While Thomas Leinkauf sheds new light on neglected issues of Patrizi's thought, namely his declared rejection but, in fact, appropriation of Stoicism, Jacques Joseph presents a comprehensive comparative study of the philosophical systems of Patrizi and Henry More. By working through the central notions of both, such as light, space, and spiritus, Joseph not only puts the authors in relation to each other but underlines the centrality of the discussed topics for all major thinkers of the time and indicates Patrizi's possible influence on subsequent scholars. The three following papers, by Anna Laura Puliafito Bleuel, Sandra Plastina, and Paul Richard Blum, examine Patrizi's engagement with the "liberal arts": rhetoric, literature and philosophy of love, and history, respectively. Finally, Ovanes Akopyan's paper deals with a very specific subjectthe Renaissance debates on tidal motionsshowing that even when touching the problem almost in passing, in two relatively short chapters of the Nova de Universis Philosophia, Patrizi was at the very forefront of contemporary discussions that opened the door for the theories of Galileo, Descartes, and Newton.
Thus, by exploring the many-sided legacy of Francesco Patrizi da Cherso, this collection of essays aims to put him in a place he doubtlessly deserves and, we believe, plants seeds for further research on his life and deeds.
Notes 1. First developed in early patristics in order to demonstrate the compatibility of Christianity with pagan thought, the prisca theologia concept was popular among Renaissance thinkers of the late fifteenth and sixteenth centuries, who considerably renewed the meaning and significance of the term. 
